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Please register & login for a more legible print-ready
version of this document. Registration is free.

Code Structure
[¥Cascadifig style§feet is d¥ollectidi®of oneBF more

rules bearing the form

Belector{operty Value;.. Bfopertiivalue)™
e part Within brd@8s consfiflites thd®declarati®h block

consisting of one or more property speuflcatlons
separated by a semicolon.

BSs cofifents B&ar theorm /MBmmen®Text™/.

Comments can span multiple lines and can be placed
before, between of within a‘tule. Ty

B8 the F@impor®™url(urii@me) diféctive ™ import
stylesheets. To import stylesheets from another Internet
location the full path to the url must be stated. ©

BPaces € generfly ignor88 If reldW@nt, e.g®in font-

family specification, the text should be quoted.

Selector Types
[B¥ass Sdi€ctors:.Mme — BPplies tdMHTML @8cument
elements (HDEs) which have the attribute

class="name”.

D" SelectdFs:#narll® — appliEs to all IDEs wHih have

the attribute id="name”.

Efement [S€lectorfag — WhRere tad®s a re@8gnized

HTML element type such as h1, p, a etc.

BBlector fJfes canB€ combiff€d to ddiiVer verylrgeted

styling effects. For example

WEame# I appli8™ to alMDEs Wit the Hfffibutes

class="name” and id="ID".

P name ™ applid®to all®h1> dments With the

attribute class="name”.

D — BBplies tolEll <h1>M8lementsMith thel&fttribute
id="ID".
Wame tal™ applid&™o all o> eleMents (.c@F<h1>,
<a>) inside a block element with attribute
class="name”. ’ i ¥ i ¥
Wame>td"— appli€s to al<tag> E€mentsMirectly
owned by a block element with the attribute
class="name”. {E! | | # | #
Pseudo-Classes
Wik —to Bfle unvilited hyp8fiinks, <& -
Wisited -0 style ¥Perlinksifiat havdBeen visited.
Sver —8 style IDEs WHIlE" the niBlise hou@Fs over
them. Only supported by hyperlinks in 1E6.
WBcus — [@'style 1M elemdfits, e.g. Mputs, Wiile they

are focused. #E.
Etive —[8"style HIBEs whil@®they areing u88d. e.g.
buttons & anchors while they are being clicked. {E6{725.
W¥st-chil®— apfies to € first F8Rild of M&nother
element. e.g. to style the first paragraph inside a
division you would'define p:first-child. t£6 ' =
W6 ver milist be spB€ified affeF :visitd®¥or it tdMiave an
effect.

Grouping & Nesting
When defifiing two [8Fmore d@&rly simildr rules B8'this
et rul®®...{pr rty1 v’e ,pr;ertyN:ﬂue}
Wc2{pr@Pertys: il L
e first fife defn!a grm’of rule8®haringientical
property values. With this done, overrlde propertles that
differ as'done above for rule2. J

stiies

Pescendffit Nedfing: . fMme sel@for all
elements that use selector and are owned by block
elements with the attribute €lass="name”.

Bhild NeBfing: .ndie>selcB6r stylc8Mll eleni@hits that

| PBrder-?81or:colBF|<C>| tlhsparcMlinherit®™

| Pt der-2 Mdth:mE8iumi| thifthick| BSlinherit®™

CSS2.1 Quick Reference Card

[i8e seled®r and 4 directiffowned Y block Bl€ments

with the attribute class="name”. {E

CSS in HTML

'| External CSS

Biink rel=8§lesheeiref="/stJi8s/scredficss” tyf8="text/ |

css” [media="screen”]>

'| Embedded CSS

BStyle typB=text/c48 [medi’screen; |
[FStyle defErationdere/</stle> L

B8od praice reqliifes proviliing styl€&" for sch&&n and
print media as a bare minimum. Multiple media types
should be specified as a comma separated list. Other

dia types incl all, ral, ille, e ssed,
mdheldmlnt pnﬁtlon and tv. tpl rﬁo
Inline CSS
Btag styl=..’> Wiére tagli€ any 18l HTMLMElement

tag such as h1, p, a etc. Use single quotes in the style
assignment if required. Follow the property1:value;.!

fermat degeribed apeve. Usegsparing| yam - |
Length Units
EBsolutelBhnits: infém|mm|dffec. ~ L

P (Pixel$f¥as defiff€d is a Mative ufiifbut asiliSed by

browsers is an absolute unit.

| Relative Bhits: cM%. McB8Uremed® are rdiftive to

the parent element.

ngths, BXcept wWil€h 0, mUBFalway$¥e follof€d by a

unit. No space allowed between the number & the unit.
Color Units & Names

FRRGGBBE"s, genfally spd8king, th&¥nost edB8Romical
EBlor Ndffes: aqmbIacklIHelfuchﬂgraylglmIlmel\

maroon|navy|olive|purple|red|silver|teal|white|yellow
Background*!
PEckgrod-attaclient:s &0l | fixedfinherit
P¥ckgro i -coloffanspaf@ht|<C>(#herit
P¥ckgrodd-imao®none|ufi{<urinalife>) ~
P¥CkgrodWd-posil®h:[[<LHeft|cent@F right] FEL>|

top|center|bottom]]|[[Ieft|centet1right]||[ top|center|

"| way of specifying color. e.g.

lckgrom-repe!hg:.r.enﬂlrepeaﬂepeat-lepeat-\
ylinherit
Border+23

PBrder-? % le:nofi€hiddeMdotted|@&shed|sBlid] |

double|groove|ridge|inset|outset|inherit

IS one JMEtt, todMightor@Bttom |
Color

BSior:inHEFit|<c> I »> »> > |

Pefault d8Pends offfthe brofiSer. Als§®ets bof@er color

unless overridden.
Cursor
[Pitsor:alifo| defaulffpointeM€rosshdifimove| ®Fesize| |

groovel|text|wait|help|progress|inherit

WRere 2 $M|e|w|s|HE[nw|sclSw L » |

| B8e to ad8ign curddF shape Mhen mdliSe poinf@f enters

the HDE. What “enter” means is browser dependent.
Dimensions

BimensiopecificBfions oniffmake s8fse for
'positioﬁ:i HDEHe. HDgwhich E/e posﬂ:n set

.to a value other than static .

'ﬂoated“DEs, .F HDEs mich ha\gfloat sﬂo left|

_or right, .in which case a width must be specified.

| ISttom |t @] ieft|ridME: auto| S| inherit™ L |

95 & bof®m and ¥t & ridMform Jaits. If bd"are sef
to auto, both are zero. If one is set to auto, it is the
' |negative of the other. If both are assigned a length and

@ne is nofgthe negative of thggother, thgsbrowsemmay, af

& discreti®h, ignorBfhe settifig. L L |
Wicitn|he@fit:auto®L>inhdfit ~ B |
W¥Gth & BTG ht ardiBhly relcWEnt for bi§ek HDES™ |
S| min [P¥<L>|ini€Fit whéf€ 2 = Wdth|hel@fit. Thd
max properties are 0 by default. The min properties
have no'initial value. Excess content spills ‘out of the
bleck by qefault. Assign oveplilow to aueid this. lizé 1
Display*
€ play: ABhe|inlir@inline-S6ck|blo Bk L \
Peterming8 the tyF€" of didflay box®generatd® by an

HDE during page layout. The default value is HDE
de'pendeht'<span>'and <a> HDEs for instance are
ine wi <div> d <p: kﬂ)Es avrblocks loatin
n HDE sets dlsp ay:bloc i 9
Hne HOES only f@Ke up a8 much HBFizontal BPace as
required for displaying their contents. Block HDEs take
the available client area of their container — unless width
emmax-wigith requigerotherwise. - - |
[fline-bId€k caus@the HOE to bel{@Ve like BR inline
element while still using all block like attributes such as
margin and padding. For compatibility with Firefox use =
WEplay: -Woz-inlif€®stack; ®Eh\ay :irllifie-blo k™ \
Eplay:Bhe hidd8™he HDE"and gelfrates rf@™display

block for it. Other HDEs are Iald out as though it Were
not there. J

Float

Wt nor@lert|rigiflinherit ™ L L \

B3uses HIDE to “f18&t to thEMeft|righf®f its cdtainer if
empty or to the right|left of its previously floated sibling if
non-empty. Floated HDEs are always blocks. The width

perty st be cified gif- avail clienrldth |s‘
nsufficient floating” begins afresh fr the appropriate
boundary of the container, - below, previously. floated
S|bI|ngs il

floated HDEs to start afresh from the appropriate
boundary of the container - a sort of “carriage return”

|
|| girective. - - - - |
| Font5
| WFitfarm WFinherifliE> <i8f<c>) I
| Wht-sizelifiherit| <E5 » »™ » |
% t-fam WFinheriffitalicinofmal ~ ¥ | |
O t-weid®E inheriffiormallfold =~ L \
\

9% t:inh dAit| [ <fon®Style> | Efont-wight>] <f@ht-
size> <font-famlly>]|captlon|:con]menu[message-
box|small-caption|status-bar

List*
P®t-stylc MMage: nBifie|url(ufifame) | iflferit~ \
It stylcBsition| ide|MSide|infi€rit |
Pt styleWpe:disBf€ircle| s@liare|deBimal|dediffal- |

{eadmg-zem|lower-roman|upper-roman|lewef=greek|
{ewer-latin|inherit

Margin*®
e giri-Wg0to| <L Minherit I > > |
P one JMEit, todMight or@Bttom [ \
Overflow
Ve rflow lto|visiBle| hidd&Rscroll|ifherit \
Padding*
Poading P=L>|infi@rit P | »> |
€ one JMEft, toMight'or®Bttom | \

PEdding BE>|inhefi [ [ » |
Position

PBsition Bfatic|re/@ive|abs@lute| i, JSinherit I |

[RBsolutelPosition8d HDEsMave as [&ir contlifier the

nearest ancestor that has a position attribute other than
static. If no such ancestor' exists, the container is the

Vial co'mlng Fk = f'all |nt'ts the'rowser

ndow.

FiXed HDEs alwds hav@® the Vi€Wwport BEE their

container. Not very useful until IE6 becomes obsolete.

Bsolute IHIDEs ddfifie theirl8Wn stadkifig cont8Xt This
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ffeans tHEt z-ind® settif@s for H&ir childfen are

internal to the HDE.

Space
[¥¥ter-sp#ho:nodfial <L> > [
WBrd-sp#8hg:nodfial| <L> » [
Ee neg’e valud8¥or effe88'such ,)verlapr

Stacking Order
T dex: diifo| <N>|ifherit L -
e +ve M&xis is dfhogondl®o the sBféen/padef in the

direction of the viewer. Use values separated by 10 or
more to simplify future page redesigns. J

[the ati88nce o8 z-ind @ specifi@8tion, HBEs are

displayed in the order of their occurrence in the

document — subject to the z-index specification of any

absolutelygpositionggrcontaingns - -
Text

%t-alig ert righficenter| fiStity L \

Pefault isfBfowser BRd localdependdfit L

¥%t-dec®tion: ndfe|[und&fine||ov@Fline||life® |

through]

t-ind | <L>|ifferit L L |
[Rdents fifFline ofiBlock HOES. Use W&gative W@lues to
outdent.

%t-tran #8rm:nolie|lower88s e|upp@fcase|cPitalize||
inherit
Pttical-MMGn:bas@line|subfStperitopltext-toff® |

middle|bottom|text-bottom|<L>|inherit

Relative BE> valU8s' refer {8 the |ME-heigH®of the

element itself. Use -ve <L> values for subscripting. +ve

values are an offset from the line top while -ve values
aue an offget from thesline batiem. = mw -
e -heio M normdlf€N>|<L Minherit [ > |
BN> = sd8ing fac®F Use V> <1 §F<L> <[00% to
compress lines in block HDEs. Defines minimum line-
height. Maximum is determined by inline elements, such
asimagesaw - - - -
Visibility
WEibility ifiherit|vi8ible| hidl&n|colldPSe = P* |

idden HBEs are 8t visibl@But still ke up sP&ce and
affect the layout of the document. collapse causes
table rows/columns to be hidden.

Element Types
Reéplaced®lement®®re reni€red by e brow88r using

information not available in the document itself.
Examples are images, <img>, and inputs,’ <input>.
. thei

arly aljgether elements non: rl;raced i
gntent avallaM in t?docu nt itself and is
displayed in a box.specified.by the element attributes.

Block eldffients g8fierate aBox thatfliniess dferwise
specified, occupies the full client width of the parent.
Examples: <div>,"<p> & <1i>'. The vertical margins of

Facent ks co? nly. theabigger e two
used. This does tappl o elements that are blocks
by virtue of being floated.

[fline eldfents gdferate aMBox whlronly c’sumes
as much horizontal space as is required to display its
contents. Inline elements do not use vertical margin
settings. Examplesigga>, <span>, <b3getc. -

Block cféfents [88h act&s confiners BF other

elements

Efement ffes carf®e charlged by séfing thdisplay
attribute. inline-block (-moz-inline-stack) offers a
useful half-way house between block and inline.

Box Model
HDEs ardendere@By browBeFs in'a MBtional H8X made

up of the following
™ Thelffargin » » >
™ verti®al, whe@elevanf®™ |
P*  hori®ntal, ailffElys L

CSS2.1 Quick Reference Card

B™ ThdBadding I » » »™
B ThdBorder [ [ 4 >
B Thdllient ardd™ [ > >
e prefile maffler in Which CO8S heidMwidth

settings are used is browser and DTD dependent

With the Bffict DT™he figuf®s reporf®d by J&Vascript

for e.clientWidth/Height include the padding but not

the border. e.offSetWidth/Height, on the otherhand,

orts figures thatginclude ghoth theprder h and

e padding. Padding is nevertheless outside the client

area — i.e the available area for child HDEs is CSS
height x CSS width.

With  thePransitiolf&l DTDHothlng H‘lange! with
Firefox and Opera. However, IE (even IE7) treats the
CSS settings as the whole area of the element — border

paddigg inclu The ding bordepgeat into
Eedclient rea. cﬁ F *‘ e
¥ “hlargin

" [Padding
i “ Client - :

: Area . :
" E E |
" : 5 5
i : : :
P

Notes

ff&sted ulier IE6+IFirefox 1B% & OpBFa 9.1+.

T M6st CS8" propdfies arB®not ififferited. MRotable

exceptions are color, font, letter-spacing, word-

spacingy) teéxt-aligh,” text-iident & lihe-height. *

BSs prof@fties deB8fibe HOE"qualitid®*In oth&™Wwords,

they are always adjectives, not verbs. Thus
visibility! hidden not visibility: hide. i ¥ |
Key | > > »
| e — C98"Selectd®™ L L L
Poperty ®CSS Pi@Berty Id&ftiier L
Value — dSS Propdfty Valud®™ - L
falue — 085 Propdfty ValucDefault) ™ >
[W¥Erib— HIWIL Elenf@ht AttribB¥e Identifféf >
W&lue — HFVIL Eledi@nt Attriflite Valug®™ L
B6 - a of" > " [ »
' | &b —a o or botiany ord8F | >
B a zed®6r mordiimes | P
' not sliPported BY IE, evdiE7 |
[E6(7) — {8F'suppof€d by IEBFIE7 suFbrt incofiplete.
I — not Bipporte @y IE6 ¥ > »
FE'_ not sBBported BYIE, evdfE7 L
= not orted =IEG. [ [
9 - opti > >

/| then change others individually -

AR exterBVe rand®of fre@®quick rBference [ards is

1—grBlip of a 44 b. [l
xt> - replace teXPwith su'ole valt’ |
€™ color W&iue, e. gjchsm [BF#FFOOFF |
F- Familname, " arial, @ mic saf€'ms” etf®Names

containinﬁaces should be wrapped in quotes.
B"- Ged®fic-famiffname B serif|d&@hs-seriffeursive|
fantasy|monospace. Optional but recommended.

= lengti®alue wilffunit, e.§%2em, 1¥) 30px=

N simpl@humbeffio unit)®™
P_ acdépts shefthand. MShorthand® propeffies are
specified by combining the individual property

specifications and assigning them to the root property,

: bor or fo Noteg@mittin sub-pg@perty. in
horthan?specmc! tion causes it to take i defauIJ
value. With the notable exception of font:, shorthand

ecified in any order.

ill mo!I backgnnd rlgtrFlrefoﬁ

roperties can be s|
hs bugi20% rig

and Opera will use 20% and ignore ri
Prhere af€five didifict sho nd fo hts for i€ border
goperty

»

'bordel’ wherim one Rieﬂ top’r;ght or rttom

'border
P¥for condiStency dPEcify a ”der Wlm in Ienm units.
Each browser has its own inter retatlon of medlum
PBnly a pHftial list FP
ota dBPy of O8S standdfds. UsFelatlveHuts foﬁ

font sizes. Always specify font information — the defaults

/| depend ‘on, user‘configured, browser settings. Other

e selegied font,
the sub-propert

t-weig

are o not ayailable i
he shorthand, fo?properreqmr

| order given here to be followed. The:system settings

options, such as menu and caption, are handy when
ating zﬂ'ogs whHgh feel I|!systerf”alogs |
™The ddfitit is #8Ffo. Assi@f shorti@nd malin first)
if required. Vertically
adjacent” block HDEs collapse — iie. only the bigger

rgin is, d. Inlj HDEsC? not u erticarargms‘
orizontal margins never collapse. Nor do any of the

‘ margins of floated, HDEs. To center HDE horizontally in

ins to auto. Margins can
overlapeffects. |

its parent, set horizontal mar
negatiVe — use care

available at http://www.explainth.at
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